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STANDING COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LEGISLATION AND STATUTES REVIEW 
Eighty-first Report — “Statutes (Repeals and Minor Amendments) Bill 2013” — Tabling 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [10.05 am]: I am directed 
to present the eighty-first report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, on the 
Statutes (Repeal and Minor Amendments) Bill 2013. 
[See paper 509.] 

Hon KATE DOUST: The bill was referred by Hon Michael Mischin, MLC; Attorney General on 21 May 2013 
and covers the repeal of one act and amendments to a further 41 acts. The committee took a diligent and 
expeditious approach to examining each and every clause of the omnibus bill. We considered the Premier’s 
Circular 2010/01, the explanatory memorandum and the second reading speech provided by the Attorney 
General. The committee acknowledges the timely response of Hon Michael Mischin to questions posed by the 
committee. The Attorney General has sought to improve the timing and process by which proposed amendments 
are tabled in the house. 
A number of matters, however, require particular attention. There are a number of amendment bills in the 
Legislative Assembly that cover a number of acts. The committee notes that the omnibus bill also considered key 
sections of the same legislation. The committee encourages improved coordination and cross-referencing of 
proposed amendments so that all matters relevant to an amendment bill are considered within the one bill. The 
committee holds the view that the legislative reform agenda of both houses of the current Parliament would be 
better served if proposed amendments were identified at an earlier stage, coordinated, cross-referenced and 
integrated within the appropriate amendment bills. In this way, we can achieve efficiencies in the scrutiny of the 
process that is fair, informed and timely. The Western Australian public deserves no less. I commend the report 
to the house. 
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